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couple of more line-up changes occurred. The next single in '66
reflected the Art School image with 'Painter Man', later covered
by Boney M. Picknett took to playing guitar with a violin bow,
before Jimmy Page [l can testify to having seen that], and spray
can painted canvasses on stage amidst other Action Painting
techniques.,p> Several singles followed, some successful in the
States and in Europe, where they toured. More personnel

changes occurred in '67, when Kim Gardner took over bass, while

Bob Garner took over vocals as Picknett left, only to return the
following year when the band reformed after a short haitus when
Eddie Phillips left. When they reformed in '68 Ronnie Wood was
part of the group until they disbanded.

The value of the band to musical evolution has been recognised
by younger musicians and reunions have been staged between
1980 and 2016 despite Kenny Picknett dying in '97. A form of the
group with Eddie Phillips continues to tour.

There have been 13 singles,3 albums, 15 compilations and live
albums.

The Fairies.

This group from Colchester took their name in response to
longhairs being referred to a fairies by some other sections of the
public. They has begun as Dane Stevens and the Deepbeats
playing gigs around Essex. 'Dane’s ' real name was Dougie Ord.
Fred Gandy and John Acutt were on guitars, Wimp Weaver on
bass and John "Twink' Alder on drums. After the name change
they brought out two singles: "Any Time at All'/ 'Don't Think Twice
It's Alright', by the then little known Bob Dylan, often regarded as
the 'a’ side in 1964, and 'Get Yourself Home'/'Don't Mind' in '65.
The second single had Nick Wymer, formally of Nick's Nomads,
as vocalist, as by that time Doug Ord had been given a jail
sentence for manslaughter after a car accident. He worked as a
scenery painter for a theatre in Colchester after his release.

The band member who made the biggest impact on the music
scene was drummer "Twink' Alder. The groups management were
also involved with the Pretty Things and by 1968 he played on the
First rock opera 'S.F. Sorrow' by the Pretties. Between then and
the Fairies he had been a member of the In Crowd and then
Tomorrow, one of the original psychedelic bands to emerge from
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The Paramounts (Cricketers flyer copyright Maurice Hyde)

The musicians that made up Paramounts will be best known to
the public as Procul Harum. But during the blues boom they were
a successful r&b group from Southend. Their first incarnation
was as the Raiders in the '50s, working the youth centres circuit
doing rock covers. The name change to the Paramounts came in
'61. Keyboardist, Gary Broker and guitarist Robin Trower were
the two consistent members of the line-up. Chris Copping came
and went and returned as organist when Diz Derrick took over on
bass in'63.

They played on the same bill as the Rolling Stones at a gig in
Deal, in Kent, and the Stones announced on ITV's Thank Your
Lucky Stars that they thought that they were "The finest r&b
band in England’, and used them as opening act at many gigs.
EMI Records signed them up in '63, and released 'Poison Ivy'/'l
Feel Good All Over' which reached no.35 in the charts. That was
followed by 'Little Bitty Pretty One'/'A Certain Girl' and four more
singles. But by then many of songs they had featured in their act
had become stock in trade for many other groups and they got
lost in the boom, and wound up as the backing group for Sandie
Shaw. Robin Trower left to form a group called the Jam [before
Paul Weller used the name]. Gary Brooker decided it was time to
start writing original material and teamed up with Keith Reid to
do this until they decided that it was time to form a band to
perform their material. That group in 1967 became Procul Harum
and all the members of the Paramounts came and went amongst
its ranks. The original line-up under that name was Gary Brooker,
vocals and piano, Matthew Fisher on organ, Dave Knights on
bass, Roy Royer on guitar and Bobby Harrison on drums. That
grouping only did four or five gigs and put out one single, but
that one single was of course the worldwide best seller "Whiter
Shade of Pale' in '67. Later that year Harrison and Royer were
replaced by B.J.Wilson and the return of Robin Trower to create
the line-up for three albums. By that time they were a
psychedelic/prog rock band and faired best in the U.S.

There have been many line-up changes, re-unions and albums
over the years as Procul rather than Paramounts. Gary Brooker
joined the all star line-up of Bill Wyman's Rhythm Kings, and
amongst many other ventures has done solo projects with a
choir and orchestral backing
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